Introduction
The 7-J Ranch site (41HO4) is a multi-component Woodland period and Early Caddo period habitation site on a natural rise in the Trinity Ri er oodplain in the ost Oa a annah o East Te as ( i ure 1) t is in an area of the middle reaches of the Trinity River where Woodland period sites (dating from ca. 500 B.C. to A.D. 800) are notably common on alluvial landforms, in particular Holocene Terrace-1 and alluvial rise landforms (Perttula 2015; Perttula et al. 2015) . The site appears to be a midden mound built up from the accumulations of habitation debris along the edge of the modern oodplain and the modern river channel. The midden mound is between 2-3 m in height and may cover as much as a 90 x 45 m area. The midden soil has been described as a black sandy soil with abundant amounts of preserved organic remains.
The 7-J Ranch site has received no excavations since it was rst recorded in the early 1960s, but several surface collections have been obtained from the site by University of Texas archaeologists in 1960 Texas archaeologists in , 1962 Texas archaeologists in , and 1977 . These collections are curated at the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory at The University of Texas at Austin.
Artifact Assemblage
In addition to mussel shell fragments, burned animal bone (n=2), unburned animal bone (n=32), lithic debris, and burned clay pieces (n=1), there are chipped stone tools and ceramic vessel sherds in the collections from the 7-J Ranch site. The chipped stone tools in the assemblage include a petri ed wood Darl dart point, a petri ed wood arrow point fragment, a teiner arrow point made of a local red chert, and a petri ed wood Alba arrow point.
There are two ceramic wares in the sherd assemblage from the site. The rst ware is represented by sandy paste Goose Creek Plain, ar uns ec e sherds (see Story 1990) , common in Woodland period sites in the middle Trinity River basin (Perttula 2015) , while the second ware consists of sherds from grog-and bone-tempered Early Caddo period (ca. A.D. 900-1200) ceramic vessels.
The various collections have 28 Goose Creek Plain, ar uns ec e sherds. This includes two plain rims-probably from bowls or jars, 22 body sherds, and four base sherds.
The Early Caddo period ceramic sherds (n=12) include a horizontally incised rim from a grog-tempered vessel, probably Davis Incised (Suhm and Jelks 1962) , a grog-tempered body sherd with rows of ngernail punctations, a plain grog-tempered rim, six plain grog-tempered body sherds, a grog-tempered base sherd, a plain bone-tempered rim sherd, and a plain bone-tempered body sherd. About 83 percent of the Early Caddo ceramic sherds are from grog-tempered vessels.
Summary and Conclusions
The midden mound in the oodplain of the Trinity River in Houston County, Texas, at the 7-J Ranch site appears to have accumulated between ca. A.D. 200 and A.D. 1200, in the Woodland and Early Caddo periods. Based on the artifact collections from the site, the most substantial occupation took place during Woodland period times. Through time, beginning in the Woodland period, the Native American groups in this part of Texas became less mobile, as evidenced by the development of midden deposits on a number of habitation sites, and they also developed distinctive territories within which diverse settlement and subsistence patterns began to fully develop.
